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Acrylic fi nishes are a blend of 100% acrylic co- 
polymers, an aggregate (marble or quartz), liquid 
pigments/colorants and other proprietary ingredients. 
These fi nishes are the decorative component of a 
cladding known as Exterior Insulation and Finish 
Systems (EIFS). EIFS is designed to be a fl exible and 
crack resistant system that provides continuous 
insulation to the exterior of a building. Because these 
fi nishes exhibit high performance characteristics 
compared to cement fi nishes, they have become a 
popular choice for cement stucco assemblies.

PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS
Acrylic fi nishes have a higher crack resistant quality 
than cement-based fi nishes.

Acrylic fi nishes use color-stable wet pigments to 
produce an integrally colored fi nish. These inherently 
stable pigments/colorants along with the specially 
formulated 100% acrylic binder, promote resistance 
to fading, chalking, and yellowing. As a result, the 
fi nishes tend to maintain their original appearance 
over time. 

Acrylic fi nishes provide a consistent and durable fi nish 
with a variety of texture options. “Specialty” fi nishes 
are available that provide other aesthetic options such 
as wood, metal and stone. 

Many acrylic fi nish manufacturers incorporate Dirt 
Pickup Resistant (DPR) technology in their products. 
This DPR technology allows the fi nish to cure into a 
non-tacky coating that resists the accumulation   of 
dirt, mold, and pollutants. Other available upgrades 
to standard acrylic fi nishes include light-weight 
aggregates, the addition of silicone additives to boost 
durability in damaging environmental conditions and 
biocides for resistance to fungi and algae growth.

Acrylic fi nish is less moisture permeable than cement 
stucco. It does not absorb water during prolonged 
rainstorms enhancing the weather resistance of the 
portland cement assembly while still allowing the 
assembly to breathe.

FINISH SELECTIONS
A polished, smooth trowel fi nish is not achievable 
with fi ne acrylic fi nishes. Smooth appearance fi nishes 
are achievable but require a brown coat without any 
imperfections.  

For application over a traditional portland cement 
plaster brown coat, the smallest aggregated fi nish 
recommended is a fi ne-sand. It is also recommended 
that for any acrylic fi nish over stucco, an acrylic 
primer be applied to the brown coat prior to the 
application of the fi nish. Acrylic primer promotes 
adhesion, allows more workable time, minimizes 
color variations and can be tinted to a similar tone as 
the color in the fi nish to minimize bleed through.

In the event a smooth appearance fi nish is desired, 
the application of an acrylic base coat compatible 
with the fi nish is recommended.

VIEWING/JUDGING ACRYLIC FINISH  
The criteria for viewing or judging an acrylic fi nish*: 

Texture – Viewing should be at a distance and 
without any light washing across the surface. 
There should be no eye-catching variation such 
as swirl marks, trowel marks, bald areas, or 
aggregate clumping. 

Color – There should be no excessive color 
variations from a distance. Slight variations may 
be visible at varying viewing angles.

*Variations in texture and color may be a design 
characteristic specifi ed by the designer and do not 
necessarily indicate poor workmanship.
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